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§BC BRIEFING 25X1 3 April 1957

State Department review NIDDLE BAST DEVELOWMENTS
completed
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in Jordan, Prime Minieter Eabulsi aad his leftist-dominated
eadinet appear to have wom a decisive test of streagth with

King Hussain.

5. Cabizet’s threat (31 ¥ar) to vesigs hes thusfsr proved &
suocesuful massuver to thwart Kiang's plans fer sweeplng Gov't
ehanges .

1. Cabinet was convinced that King could not form new Gov't
with sufficient popular support to malatain order unlsss
pressnt cabioet parties were imcluded. They were prepared
1o call cut the leftist mobs, and Nabulsi even sppesled
to Jordan's Communists "to stand by and de ready to
fight the kiag.”

Sessain spparently yielded, teo zvoid civil war and loas
of his throme,
B. Cabinet's lstest reported wove (3 Apr)--decisivs to establish
diplomatic relations with UESR-appoars caloculnted gesture
of deiiance to King sad to Fest,
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III. As to Bwem Canal issue, French and British say they iatsad to take

satter to UN Security Council, ia effort to satisfy public opinion

&% bome,

A. Israclis continue sswertion they will sesd “test" ship through
canal “soon,”™

5. Yhus far, traaxitiag vessels of sore than = domen nationge—
insiwding Iisly, Weut Seruany, Ketherlands, Norway, Bweden,
Sreeee, Libveria and Peauma--have paid tolls te Ngypt.
1. Seme Bave run sfoul of Egyptisn regulations demanding

paymeat in specified convertilles currencies.
on Oulf of Agabs prodles, Eing Ssud hax repeatsd uayleldiag stand
againnt Israzell fTraodom of paseage.

A. On 30 ssreh, Ssud told US chargé this “s matter of life and
death te us and 1o our country,” swore to deiemd Straits,
vhatever the cont.
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B, Ssudi Royal Counmelor Yasis sleo told chergd that to make

Tirsn Rtraite international waters would be te "thruat
25X1

8 spear into our vitals.”

E. Reanwhile Ieraeli-chartered vessels continue o use straits

without hinsdrance,
1. A 98-owned tanker, an:ryin; Iranisn oll, s expscted

\
|
|

io arrive at Eilat 3 &ﬁr.
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